
     AMAZING GRACE 
 

PRINCIPLE #1   The popular hymn, “Amazing Grace”, was written by John Newton who 

very well knew the grace of God in his personal life. 
 

Romans 1:7, I Corinthians 1:3, II Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Ephesians 1:2,  

Philippians 1:2, Colossians1:2,, I Thessalonians 1:1, II Thessalonians 1:2, Philemon 1:3,  

Titus 1:4, I Timothy 1:2, II Timothy 1:2, Hebrews 13:25, I Peter 1:2, II Peter 1:2, II John 1:3, 

Revelation 1:4 NASB 
 

PRINCIPLE #2   It’s obvious that the writers of the New Testament were all very aware of 

the magnitude and importance of grace in their lives and for all the people of the world.  

Most of their introductions combined “grace” and “peace”, for without grace, there is no 

peace.   
 

Grace - 2580. chen, khane; from H2603; graciousness, i.e. subj. (kindness, favor) or objective 

(beauty):--favour, grace (-ious), pleasant, precious, [well-] favoured. 
 

Luke 2:14 NIV 
 

     God’s favor (grace) abides with those who willingly receive it, and with it comes peace. 
 

Luke 4:14-21 NIV 
 

     Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.  He had just undergone the forty days 

of temptation, resisting the devil and overcoming him.    
 

     Jesus taught in the synagogues, was praised by all, and then He went to Nazareth. 
 

     He was in the synagogue on the Sabbath and standing to read, He was handed the scroll of 

Isaiah. 
 

     He read what is defined to us as Isaiah 61:1-2a.  He rolled up the scroll and sat down. 
 

     All that He read was pleasing to the listener.   
 

 The preaching of good news 
 

 Freedom for prisoners  
 

 The blind healed 
 

 The oppressed set free 
 

 The ushering in of great favor from the Lord 
 

     He stopped short of reading, “and the day of vengeance of our God”.  This was not in His 

time. 
 

     His teaching began with, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”. 

 



PRINCIPLE #3   This was different from what they were used to hearing.  The book of the 

law was firm and full of judgment.                             
 

     God’s grace was shown in the time before Christ, but not the abundance that we see today. 
 

 God’s grace shown to His people, Israel, through patience and many prophets 
 

 His grace for the people of Nineveh 
 

 His grace for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah if there would be only ten righteous 
 

     Many religions exist today that are very demanding of their “believers”.  They must do, 

do, and do for their god to please their god.  Jesus doesn’t demand.  He gives.  
 

 John 1:17 NIV 
 

PRINCIPLE #4   The law is demand after demand with penalties imposed.  Grace is never a 

payment, it is something that is offered or given. 
 

     The people of Nazareth heard something different offered to them this day.  They heard 

grace in different forms.  They heard mercy and forgiveness, freedom from bondage and 

oppression, healing and great favor from the Lord.  It is no wonder that they were amazed. 
 

Luke 4:22-30 NIV 
 

     They were amazed at His gracious words, but they doubted because they knew Him as 

Joseph’s son. 
 

     Jesus knows their doubting and knows that they want to see miracles, but He gives them 

scriptural stories that define their present day situation. 
 

      A widow in Zarephath was blessed during a famine when many Israelites suffered. 
 

 Naaman was blessed with the healing of leprosy when Israelites weren’t. 
 

     The Nazarenes became angry and planned on killing Jesus, but they could not. 
 

PRINCIPLE #5   Miracles are a form of grace and are a gift, the Nazarenes didn’t receive any 

miracles because they demanded them and lacked faith. 
 

Charles Spurgeon story of a full pardon 
 

PRINCIPLE #6   God is not limited to any one group of people, nor is He responsible to any 

group of people.  He has no limitations.  His grace is free to those who come to Him humbly. 

We can let pride keep us from receiving His grace and many do. 
 

Jonah 2:8 NIV 
 

Ephesians 2:8 NIV 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, we have already come. 

T’was grace that brought us safe thus far and grace will lead us home. 


